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ABSTRACT

Request for legal assistance in Qatari and comparative legislation
(Definition, nature, conditions and its effects on cancellation suit)
Dr. Abdelhafiz ALSHIMI - Professor Faculty of Law — Qatar University

Dr. Islam Shiha - Public Law Assistant Professor Faculty of Law- Qatar University

This study covers the legal aid request as one of the rights that cannot be established
independently, as is the case for some other rights and freedoms. This right is linked
to the right to litigation or to the right to defense, and that seeking legal aid amounts
to the basic rights of those who are financially unable to hire a lawyer to defend them.
The importance of this right has increased nowadays due to the complex legal and
administrative procedures accompanying litigation systems, which are almost difficult
for the specialist to be familiar with, on the one hand, and the increasing economic
burdens on individuals on the other hand. However, this right, like other constitutional
rights, is not an absolute right. Rather, the legislature in France, Eqgypt and Qatar
subjected it to a set of formal and objective measures to ensure its seriousness without
obstructing the right to litigation.

This study also dealt with the impact of submitting a legal aid request on the
deadline for annulment claim or the dates for appealing judgments. The French and
Arab administrative judiciary have settled that the legal aid request takes the place of
optional and obligatory administrative petition in terms of interrupting the deadline for

annulment claim and the date for appealing judgments.

We concluded that the French legislator dealt with the regulation of this issue in all
its aspects through one legislation, the 1991 law, unlike the Egyptian legislator and the
Qatari legislator, which generally refer to this right in different national laws without
organizing some important aspects related to the core of requesting legal aid.

Key Words: right to litigation - legal aid - deadline in the annulment claim - French law
- Egyptian law - Qatari law.
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