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ABSTRACT

The Electronic Signature and its Authenticity as a Proof applied to the
Qatari Legislation.
Major Dr. Khalifa Ahmed Bouhashim Al-Sayed, Faculty member, Police College.

The technological development we are experiencing today, commonly known as the era
of information and data revolution, has led to the emergence of new means and methods
of concluding contracts, which were unknown a few years ago. These means are in
continuous and rapid development. Since the law is the mirror of reality, governments
had to set national regulations to address the challenges of the digital and technological
era, among which the electronic writing system and the electronic signature. Therefore,
it was necessary to deal with this issue at the national level by issuing the necessary
legislation to regulate the system of online trade or E- commerce. In addition, given
the importance of the subject, there was a legislative action at the international level
through the issuance by the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
(UNCITRAL) of a Guideline for the States in the Field of E-Commerce and electronic
signature. This law was approved by a resolution of the General Assembly of the United
Nations in 2001, and subsequently, the development and change were extended to the
European scope, through the directives issued by the European Union and which are
binding to the member states of the Union. among these directives, the 1999 Directive
on E-Commerce and Electronic Signature. At the national level, several legislations have
been issued by most countries to address the issue, among which the Qatari Decree No.
16 of 2010 -known as the Electronic Transactions and Commerce Law-, which addressed
the definition of electronic signature, and to keep up with the global trend and similar
legislation, the aforementioned Qatari legislation established several conditions,
guarantees and obligations on the signatory as well as on the authenticating body, and
the payment terms by the authenticity of this signature before the different authorities,
such as the judicial bodies among others. Based on the above, we have chosen the topic
of the electronic signature authenticity as per the Qatari legislation given its importance
from the theoretical as well as the practical perspectives.

Key Words: Electronic signature ; written signature ; authenticating authority ;
authenticity of the electronic signature as a proof.
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An electronic signature is considered to be reliable for the purpose of satisfying the requirement referred to in paragraph 1if:
(a) The signature creation data are, within the context in which they are used, linked to the signatory and to no other person;
(b) The signature creation data were, at the time of signing, under the control of the signatory and of no other person;
(c) Any alteration to the electronic signature, made after the time of signing, is detectable; and
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