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ABSTRACT

Sorcery and quackery crimes, a comparative study with the Qatari
legislation

Dr. Maen Ouda Abd Essakerna - Legal Researcher, Control Department, Ministry
of Interior, State of Qatar.

The amendments on Qatari Law came in the year 2015 to tighten penalties for some
crimes that have become increasingly widespread in Qatari society, until we can almost
say that these crimes have become up to the level of (phenomena), and these crimes is
seriousness to society, the law did not take any legal stapes to criminalize them in the
past. Thus, if those crimes behaviors have been occurring the scope of criminalization
neither supports nor helps to reduce them due to the lack of specific legal and penal
principles in the law for such acts based on the principle of legality in the criminal law
that states (either crime or punishment except by law).

The most important of these crimes are sorcery and quackery crimes, and related
external behavior to complete the crime, which Qatarilaw has included them to provisions
of the in crime law article (299), when the law imposed penalties for imprisonment and
fines for all who practiced sorcery and charlatanism, whether they were material acts
or verbal statements that were made using means and methods intended to delude the
victim, and the law actions is equal between those who take it as a trade and work to
profiting a money by this way, and between those who practice it as a hobby or without
obtaining a money, because these crimes are considered danger crimes not crimes of
harm.

Therefore, it is necessary to study sorcery and quackery crimes in Qatari criminal law,
as it considered one of the forerunners in these criminalization behaviors, where we
found through this study not to stipulate them in many Arab laws.

Key Words: Charlatans ;Quack, Sorcery ; Sorcery and charlatan crime ; Criminal
responsibility ; Qatari law.
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