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ABSTRACT

Defining the Crime of Genocide in the Context of International
Criminal Law

Mohammed Alamri - PhD candidate - Master’s degree in International Criminal Law —
Human Rights American University — Washington College of Law - Washington D,.C

The scope, definition and concept of the crime of genocide have attracted the interest of
many legal experts and researchers in the field of international criminal law.

The research problem is summarized in the research in explaining what genocide is, and
the adequacy of the term to define the crime.

The importance of the topic stems from the importance of studying the efforts made at the
two levels to combat the crime of genocide, the obstacles that prevent the effectiveness of
the echanisms, and finding solutions and deterrent penalties for those who commit this crime.

The researcher will follow the descriptive, analytical and comparative methods of the
study, by defining genocide, criticizing the definition and the extent of its modification, and
comparing the international conventions concerned with defining the crime of genocide.

The research is divided into two sections, the first: the definition of genocide and the
factors causing it, and it is divided into two requirements: the first: the definition of genocide,
the second: the factors causing genocide, and the second section: criticisms of the definition
of the crime of genocide, and it is divided into two requirements: the first: criticism of the
definition of genocide collective. The second: the need to amend the term genocide.

The researcher reached the following conclusions: Since the early 1990s, the definition
of genocide given by the United Nations has been widely used, along with support and
acceptance at the international level, to convict many perpetrators of this crime and to
establish legal precedents.

Recommendations are: Expanding the inclusion of protected groups and excluding some
material elements is the only simple solution to the definition problem, and we must expand
the use of modern technologies to develop a more accurate definition of genocide.

Key words: Genocide - international criminal law - ethnic group - willful destruction -
right to life - political killing - willful destruction - collective ideology - forced movement
- ethnic cleansing - religious minorities - ad hoc courts - physical harm - international
peace and security - the sovereign state.
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