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ABSTRACT

Proof of descent by genetic fingerprint and its impact on
the right of genetic privacy in light of the provisions of the
Qatari family law — a comparative study

Dr. Tarek Jomoaa Alsayed Rashed

Associate Professor of Private Law, College of Law, Qatar University

The protection of lineage is an essential legal right sanctioned by Qatari Family Law.
Simultaneously, it is deemed to be a fundamental objective (magsad) of Islamic Shari’a.
Both, the child and parent, have a moral and legal right of paternity. The Qatari Law provided
various means for verifying paternity. Some methods are primary and obligatory for judges.
Others are secondary and optional, meaning judges have discretion on how to use them.
These secondary means are represented in the genetic fingerprint rules included under Law
No. 9 of 2013. At this junction, the question arises about the particular nature of verifying
paternity through genetic fingerprinting as legal proof regulated under the Law No. 9\2013 on
the one hand and, on the other, the tension that may arise when implementing the provisions
on genetic privacy regulated under the Qatari Personal Data Privacy Protection Law No.
13 of 2016. To address this problematic tension. This paper will be divided into two parts.
The first part explores the traditional/ conventional methods of verifying paternity under the
Qatari Family Law. The second part will address the issue of verifying paternity through

genetic fingerprinting and its implication on the legal right of genetic privacy.

Key words:genetic fingerprint ; genetic privacy ; proof of paternity.
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