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ABSTRACT

Solidarity between those responsible for the harmful act in their
obligation to compensate: an overview of the position of the
Qatari Court of Cassation in the light of the Law and comparative
jurisprudence

Dr. Essalhin Mohammed Aboubaker Alaish

Assistant Professor of Civil Law, College of Law, Qatar University

The majority of legal regimes have implemented a shared responsibility theory in tort
disputes, which holds each culpable individual fully liable. Qatari legislation did not
address this matter. This scenario gave rise to a legal and judicial controversy. Some legal
experts interpreted that the lack of such a clause implies that the liability is divided between
the responsible persons. Conversely, the Qatari Cassation Court (QCC) determined that in
such instances, joint accountability is assumed. We found the rationale of the QCC to be
unconvincing. Instead, we view it as a blatant infringement of a well-established legal
principle, namely the concept of non-assumption of joint culpability. The research examined
and evaluated the rationale behind the QCC’s conclusions, taking into account relevant
comparative legislation and court decisions. Ultimately, it provides a full evaluation of this

notable legal precedent.

Key words: multiple responsible persons, joint liability - justice - reciprocal agency
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