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ABSTRACT

Protection of Internally Displaced Persons in the Gaza Strip under the
Rules of International Humanitarian Law

Dr. Abdelsamad A. Sukkar
Assistant Professor of Public International Law - Police College — Police Academy — State of Qatar

This study aims to examine the international legal framework concerning the protection of
displaced persons in the Gaza Strip, in light of the rules of international humanitarian law,
particularly the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, as well as relevant
United Nations resolutions. Since the outbreak of the latest military operations on October
7, 2023, the Gaza Strip has witnessed large-scale forced displacement as a result of intense
bombardment and blockade, leading to the internal displacement of hundreds of thousands
of civilians from their homes. The study addresses the definition of forced displacement,
distinguishing it from the concepts of deportation and internal displacement, and identifies
the legal obligations incumbent upon the occupying power towards civilians, including the
prohibition of forcible transfer, the provision of shelter and humanitarian assistance, and the
protection of vulnerable groups such as women, children, and the elderly. It also documents
violations of these obligations in the Palestinian context and analyzes their consistency or
conflict with international legal provisions. The study concludes that protecting the displaced
persons in Gaza requires activating international accountability mechanisms, ensuring
unimpeded access to humanitarian aid, and enhancing international pressure to halt hostilities

that lead to further displacement, and the end of the occupation.

Keywords: Forced displacement- Displacement — Seek refuge - Legal protection — Guidelines

Kampala — Crime of Genocide.
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“Families under the rubble: Israeli attacks on inhabited homes”, Amnesty International, 5 November 2014.

(2) https://felesteen.news/post/167524  2025/8/5 &l zLe Ministry of Health in Gaza, Situation Report (2025).
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(74) UNHCR. Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees. Geneva: UNHCR, 2010. pp. 14, 30.

(75) UN. Secretary-General, Analytical Report of the Secretary — General on Displaced Persons. E/CN. 414,23 /1992/
February 1992, Geneva. Para 17.
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Helle, D. (1999). Roberta Cohen and Francis M. Deng Masses in flight: The global crisis of internal Displacement Brookings
JInstitution Press, Washington D.C,, 1998, 414 pages. International Review of the Red Cross, 81(835), 695—700

Oogsnilly Bl 1 8391 3 £leza¥ly eolimtB¥l ulomall e Byoliall sl 5, 400 Glda Lugzstl] tsaliadl a2, (77)
1998 53148 11 fulns

(78) Deng, Francis Mading. Report of the Representative of the Secretary-General, Francis Deng, submitted pursuantto
Commission on Human Rights resolution 199711 .39/ Feb. 1998.

2026 jlia - 1 3call - 6 Adowal! Ao 19 A0 gILaN Ol yld| Aome 144

Vol.6 - No.1 - January 2026 Journal of Legal & Security Studies




. S e it e dasallie /)5isal)

145

ale 540350000 LT oalatiely Linlll coald com HLail Byaod sasie | @a¥l Linll
Capad e (A I ol o lin g 55 (alis) = (giaedl po,aill godail 1By 1998
9l Loyt (mldl Lolie &Y cile gama gi ol a3 H_‘L' Lot (oo s Il olie 3
s 130 A€ Aoy Balina Il @ giold] (1 SLal 5T )by I35 9T copgll 19y tais|
o1 OVl s (pmgl Apads &4515S 5T OLed¥l g aat BlSL gl ale caie @Vl o
I3keta ('8t al) Qg e 11 A gl soumdl 15, iar ot @ giSly gl g¥1 ola ST alant
Ag g (oo D s O il Fuguor 51l alia by gyl 8 35l 0l ellaias 31 (B ]
Lol >k g A dgudl Amlee 3 lal3ill e¥la 3l cal Atglma ) amn pu L] (Lo ylas
sale Tas ally — Al Gyl (1= 3, 3V Wbl j5 o 3 ABIS A LAYl iyl o
ol oo g - LT ey 55 08 el caiall Loy gy Ads Il byl el
oy e Amlaedl lel3ll 3l golal Leaa Joalay -l The Civil War alaY!
Caiall mllaan aluiil [plid aB Caypadll Gasly OF gumg (o9 sl ghsa g135 L
15 qenedl Caiall ()T gie Aeliy Luls s byl ol (e alall cra¥] dasieieal Loe cane |
Caiall 2l Caumg s e Sl A |l bl oWl (e Jadily oe T oline - ()5S0
Olrastl (0 dale Bl LgiT insy clI3y Generalized ssec 9i @oas caic 450 Violations
33153 Lty comle (3585 Ll eVl oyl iy ) Sl dagaday Juad ¥ 31 e
DT dasdg el Jrundi e 390l @ ifd] ¢y e s ha o plaras ) 5 petiet) ol g3
A paal) Bl Baially el 1B @07 Lugas gl Goaluadl (rais 39 621 Gyl e
LS Forced or Obliged to Flee (;Suall ¢ye 3yaliatl oi 5l e ol ,S¥1 g dcuatl
eaall ualll 4l dag sy umia ) @D alall craBl S1ya Yl Cayyaill 8 Sl 5o
Sl ¥ 5T oS a3 Forced 2t Litsils et Bla ¢y Gopuday 40T Gl e
58,85 @t bl (e Bae sl calinT Obliged to Flee 4 S Zalin| o ;i 5 yall e
Ao )T gl o 950 uB 3 )alaedl ) g pdausl 0 giSTy @giSlans (e H1-all e
eoldis sy (el MY 975,00 day aS g Jalizms Joill pgid Gl o daBiie
331 s 3l el 583 5T Ll s ¢y LAl 0y pia 31 3,508 s bl g A pal

(79) For the purposes of these Principles, (internally displaced persons are persons or groups of persons who have
been forced or obliged to flee or to leave their homes or places of habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in
order to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations of generalized violence, violations of human rights or natural or
human-made disasters, and who have not crossed an internationally recognized State border).see Mr. Sergio Vieira de

Mello-foreword to the guiding principles by under —secretary-General for Humanitarian Affaires-OCHA Publications.
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(81) The Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, UN Doc. E/CN. 453/1998// Add. Principles resulted from

several years of consultations among experts, supported by the UN Commission on Human Rights and the General

Assembly The World Summit Document recognized the Guiding Principles as "an important international framework

for the protection of IDPs".
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(85) Goodwin-Gill, G. S. & McAdam, J. The Refugee in International Law, Oxford University Press, 2007, p. 36.

(86) Hathaway, ). C,, The Law of Refugee Status, Butterworths, 1991, pp. 104—107.

(87) Fitzpatrick, ., “The International Dimension of Refugee Law,” Michigan Journal of International Law, Vol. 15, No.

1,1993, p. 230.
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Cartagena Declaration on Refugees. Colloquium on the International Protection of Refugees in Central America,

.Mexico and Panama. Cartagena, Colombia, 19—22 November 1984
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