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ABSTRACT

Cybercrime Confrontation:
A Comparative Study of Qatari and German Laws

Captain\ ABDULLA AHMED AL-SUBAIEY
Security Researcher and Training Expert, Ministry of Interior — State of Qatar

Captain\ HAMAD ABDULRAHMAN AL-NASR
Security Researcher, Ministry of Interior — State of Qatar

This study aims to analyze the Legislative Framework for Combating Cybercrime through a
detailed comparison between Qatari and German legislations, using an analytical comparative
methodology focused on legal texts, criminalization mechanisms, and judicial measures. The
analysis centers on the Qatari Cybercrime Law No. (14) of 2014 and the relevant provisions
of the German Criminal Code (StGB), particularly Sections 202a—303b. The findings reveal
convergence in both systems regarding the criminalization of unauthorized access, espionage,
and data manipulation, with stricter penalties when national security or critical infrastructure
is affected.

However, the German legislation is characterized by a structurally detailed approach, dedicating
separate provisions to each type of offense, explicitly criminalizing preparatory acts, and adopting
a flexible sentencing model such as income-based daily fines (Tagessitze). In contrast, the Qatari
law consolidates multiple offenses into broadly formulated articles and applies fixed penalties
that lack contextual flexibility. The study also highlights disparities in international cooperation
mechanisms, with Germany being an active party to the Budapest Convention, unlike Qatar,

which—despite referencing cooperation—has not yet acceded to the treaty.

The study recommends revising the Qatari legal provisions to disaggregate offenses,
expand the scope of criminalization to include preparatory acts, adopt a more flexible penalty
system, enhance institutional capacity for digital investigations, and accede to relevant
international frameworks. It also emphasizes the need for digital public awareness programs

to complement legislative reform and ensure an effective, integrated cybersecurity response.

Keywords: Cyber-crime; Qatari legislation; German legislation; Legislative measures;

Comparative law.
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(44) Ibid
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stgb/__202c.html.

(46) State of Qatar, Law No. 14 of 2014, Articles 4 and 7.

(47) Council of Europe, Convention on Cybercrime (Budapest Convention), ETS No. 185, 2001, https://www.coe.
int/en/web/cybercrime/the-budapest-convention.

(48) Ibid., Article 8.

2026 943 9 - 2 3ukal) - 6 Llowalt Ao 19 A0 gILaN Ol yld| Aome 32
Vol.6 - No.2 - July 2026 Journal of Legal & Security Studies




. BUPSL{RIPUUN [IROPNPSSyE-1 | P YOI { PSS PUL { JP M-S |

1) il Aagad ! Ayt il (e 13ue (6 ladt ) ¢ et ] dalie ! (bt | ola Julde

492016 2 (13) @8 Lpase | @bl les 518 Hguus .1

o2 Plmadl Ga¥ly Baladl BLA algs e el Buanill Cilsx pan glas] 2
AR Y

~AzasSa ol pe Gredilly dyge 55 gl @udais .3

LB nis oyenr e ol oy 5 yglad o) Al J155 Y ol il o3a of Y1
Annzta ¥ QUAT -3l ‘g—'ﬁ-’-” Ogladl 53y izt (“f)—"‘jﬁ

JIPNL (0L [ PR PR PP LR
(Bl el @5yl el b B3y (slas Latai1 L3T cpe ALIYN mayo il LW oty

o0 Lagas ¥y il y A0 3LaN lynmil] (e e gazme Lingl dn sy rLaadl Gudaill o)1 9]

A ot e ol o3 3o el (Sang - aByll sLinil gl jplatl s

e Aiine alge o @ilmll wisd of ol tpmsuaill cably Aoga Ladl wbe .1
ety Con ) 1 5T Y] eyl 7 gaing (B egss (-303b 5 303a 5 202c 5 202b 5202a)
(oo gaill G Aadall 3gydll @gal paanl e Wle (G5us slindlly Gudal cilex (e
O3 danll  cuglin ] (3 B Lea

35 B sl @l ponl cya S 539l 3yslall @3 pomtl alaf Ll GUaill Aysgima. 2
Obad LT ey connsl gy 2BLE! o CByls LiLedl o g ASLe IV o, ¥ zl5 ¢y
Radge yud I3 e ililal Joli o c¥ISELy (5505 dalgy leall dpantl of Y] Al
(1) 5, Lie 45453 Aali] el f

Bsall elin) o W2 Balued) @l aciad sslall Aisa wind ciliges.3
Blall M Jsuosll Jams Les TORVPN Elggme culSuis yuc zollly «(IP masking)
02, 30 Jubowill (3 Baile il puing 35150 bicnsg «ongiaid] AL ral (pugdadion!

il Lot Ralall LSS e o (18 ¢ Gudiel] Fllaing clilitl Byles o o315l 4
g BlnT (ioplats a3 Las o081 bl ) il e dolio 350 (5,55 ((GDPR)
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