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ABSTRACT

Protection of Whistleblowers, Witnesses and Experts in Corruption
Cases in the Legislation of the GCC Countries - A Comparative Study -

Sheikha Nasser Said Al Battashi
Researcher in Security and Strategic Studies — State of Oman

Reporting financial and administrative corruption crimes is one of the most effective
tools that countries use to achieve integrity, justice and prevention of crimes. Therefore,
the international community paid attention to providing the necessary protection for those
who report corruption cases that guarantee their security, physical, functional and civil
protection. This study deals with legal frameworks for the protection of whistleblowers,
witnesses, informants and experts in corruption cases in GCC legislation, by highlighting the
extent of the necessity of providing adequate protection for this category from the functional,
personal, legal and security aspects. To achieve the research objectives, the researcher relied
on the descriptive analytical approach; to identify the laws and legislations of the Gulf States
and the protection procedures considering joining international and Arab agreements. The
researcher reached many results, the most important is that legal legislator in GCC has kept
pace with and were consistent with international, regional and Arab agreements regarding
the protection of witnesses, informants and experts. We find that the Kuwaiti, Saudi and
Emirati legislators stipulated a law that protects informants of corruption crimes in public
funds, while the Qatari legislator stipulated protection in a general law that includes terrorism
crimes and dangerous security crimes. As for the Bahraini and Omani legislators, they did
not adopt a law or system that protects these categories. The researcher recommended a set
of recommendations, to establish an effective legal system in all GCC states and strengthen
its procedures by establishing an independent body with full powers to protect informants,
witnesses, experts and those in their position away from any influences or pressures from
other parties.

Keywords: Corruption, Protection, Whistleblowers, Witnesses, Financial and administrative

corruption.
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- Haya Aidh K. A. Al-thbah, Acritical evaluation of the impacts of "Wasta" on employees
and organizations in Qatar, Rule of law and anti-corruption center journal (ROLACC). (Vol

2021(1), Art. 4). https://doi.org/10.5339/rolacc.2021.4

- The protection of whistle-blowers in the public service sector, Technical meeting on the

protection of whistle-blowers in the public service sector (Geneva, 26—30 September 2022).
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- Whistleblower Protections: A Guide International Bar Association — Legal Policy &
Research Unit and Legal Practice Division, April 2018. P 21 -23.

- Chalouat, 1., & others. Law and practice on protecting whistle-blowers in the public
and financial services sectors. International Labor Office, Geneva, International Labor

Organization 2019. P20.
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