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ABSTRACT
Digital Drugs in Qatari Legislation
Reality and Challenges

Dr\ Ahmad A. Alamawi

Assistant Professor of Criminal Law - Police College - Police Academy

Dr\ Abdulsalam A. Bani Hamad

Associate Professor of Legal Sciences - Police Officers Institute - Police Academy

This study examines the phenomenon of digital drugs within the framework of Qatari
law, focusing on the main challenges it poses at the national level due to its potential threat
to public health, mental stability, and social security. The research adopts an analytical
methodology to clarify the nature, mechanisms, and technical features of digital drugs, and
a comparative approach to review selected Arab and foreign legislations, none of which
have explicitly addressed this emerging phenomenon, as part of a proactive vision to protect
society from its potential harms.

The study finds that the absence of specific legal provisions criminalizing digital drugs in
Qatar creates a legislative gap that may be exploited, despite the limited flexibility provided
by existing provisions—particularly Article (310) of the Penal Code and Article (11) of the
Cybercrime Prevention Law—which may allow temporary adaptation in certain cases. The
research also highlights the role of administrative policing regulations as preventive tools to
safeguard public order—public health, tranquility, security, and morality—through measures
such as administrative closure and license withdrawal, respecting the principles of legality
and proportionality.

The study concludes that administrative measures alone remain temporary and limited,
emphasizing the need for explicit legislative intervention to criminalize digital drugs based on
the precautionary legal principle, ensuring public health protection, reinforcing psychological
and social security, and achieving legal certainty in addressing emerging digital risks.

Keywords: digital drugs, addiction, administrative control regulations
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