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ABSTRACT

Drones (Definition - Laws - Effects - Challenges)
Dr. Hanan Nayef Malaeb

As a result of the scientific and technological developments, the mechanisms used
by states and groups to carry out their tasks improved, including modern small-scale,
low-cost aircrafts that do not require a pilot inside, as they are self-controlled or
managed by a pilot on the ground from a long distance. Those aircrafts are known as
“Unmanned Aerial Vehicle”, or “drones”.

Due to these unique characteristics, those drones are used today in various civil
and military tasks. Accordingly, there was a need to codify these uses, to ensure the
rights and obligations of the States, and the rights of the individuals and groups who
are affected by these drones. “International Human Rights Law” and “International
Humanitarian Law” have proved to be the most important laws that can be addressed
on these topics. However, what we are witnessing in the international arena assures us
that the use of the armed drones by most States and groups that possess this technology,
is not carried out in accordance with the relevant legal rules, as it results in losses to
innocent civilians, and more environmental pollution. The most serious consequence,
is the inequity of States to those affected by the drones’ strikes, and States’ failure to
compensate the victims for the losses they suffered without their guilt.

Herein, we will identify this type of aircrafts, its history, how they are used, their
advantages and risks, their effects and the challenges they face. In the hope that the
information, facts, results and recommendations contained in this research will alert
the international community and the Arab world of the importance and seriousness
of drones and the need for legal and security readiness for further manufacture and
use of these drones in the near future.

Key words: Drone - Unmanned Combat Air Vehicle - National and International Laws
- Uses - Effects - Challenges.
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